Student Teaching Work Sample
Unit:   Reading/Social Studies --- Egypt 
Sixth Grade
Block 1:  13 students     Block 2: 17 students    Block 3:  18 students  
A.  Description of the Learning Environment / Inclusive Context 
1.       The student population is made up of both males and females. Due to the fact that the elementary school includes kindergarten through grade six, the students range in ages from five to twelve years old. The student population is made up of individuals of different race and culture. Students are from various socioeconomic statuses as well. Some students come from wealthier homes whereas other students come from lower income homes. The student body is made up of unique individuals, each having something wonderful to offer. In sixth grade, there are roughly 20 students in each of the three classrooms.  

2.      The sixth grade students included in my work sample are a wonderful group of individuals. There are three groups of sixth grade students. I have the pleasure of teaching all three classrooms in sixth grade.  This was made possible because in the upper grades students switch for reading, mathematics, and science on a daily basis. The majority of the sixth grade population is made up of slightly more boys than girls. In my homeroom, there are ten boys and nine girls. In block 1’s sixth grade there are seven boys and six girls. In block 2’s sixth grade class there are nine boys and eight girls.  This gives a grand total of twenty-six boys and twenty-three girls.  
     The gender accounts for much of how the students perform academically, as well as how they act socially. Many of the girls have reached a higher maturity level than the boys. 
3. The majority of the sixth grade students are Caucasian. African Americans make up a small part of the population. Regardless of race, gender, or socioeconomic status, each student learns differently. Some are visual learners, whereas others are auditory and kinesthetic learners. The students are developing cognitively, socially, and physically in similar ways; however, some are much faster than others whereas others are more average to low.  All of the students in the sixth grade speak the English language as their primary language.

 B.  Planning for Instruction in Inclusive Settings 
  (Detailed unit plan, including selected lesson plans) 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX (not included here)

C. Evaluation of Instruction by Supervisor and Self-Evaluations

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX (not included here)

D. Assessment of Student Learning in Inclusive Settings (Formative and Alternative Assessments)
 
1.    As a way to find out what my students already knew, I gave them a pre-test mini quiz on the first day of the unit that would assess prior knowledge of many of the concepts of the upcoming unit.  The pre-test attempted to measure most of the same content as was planned in the post test, but in a slightly different way.  Before students completed the pre-test, I told the students that the purpose of this mini quiz was to show me what they already know.  Some students seem to have “test anxiety” therefore I was hoping to help ease their worries.  This announcement was meant to serve as encouragement to have the students do their best.  Students were asked to demonstrate what they knew about Egyptian clothing and to define some important terms that would be found in the upcoming reading about Egypt.  
       The following is a sample pre-test and post test from one of my students (Student 8 from Block 1):



Student 8 (from Block 1) Pre-test


 (
Based on your prior knowledge, use the area below to show what an Egyptian would wear during the time of the Pyramids.  Also, describe the materials needed and steps to create an authentic costume .
)[image: Picture 50]

Pre-Test definition of terms:

1. Define rendezvous: don't know
2. Define populace: lots of people like you 
3. Define liable: don't know
4. Define solemn: quiet
5. Define consternation: worried
6. Define prostrated: don't know
7. Define medley: don't know
8. Define alibi: proof you did something, explanation
9. Define Egyptologist: Egyptian scientist
10. Define bewildered: confused
11. Define processions: don't know
12. Define omen: don't know



Student 8 (Block 1) Post-test 


[image: Picture 48]

Name: ________________
					
                                         		The Egypt Game
						Book Unit Test

Matching:  Match the character with his or her description.

______g____ 1. April			a.  her pet died
______a____ 2. Melanie			b.  owned yard where “Egypt” was played
_____b_____ 3. Marshall		c.  April’s best friend
_____d_____ 4. Elizabeth		d.  Egyptian name was Horemheb
_____g_____ 5. Professor		e.  the youngest Egyptian
______e____ 6. Ken			f.  wrote answers to the first oracle questions
_____f_____ 7. Toby			g.  liked to wear false eyelashes


True or False:  Write true or false next to each statement.

___t_______ 8. Security was the name of Elizabeth’s pet bird.
____t______ 9. Ken and Toby discovered Egypt on Halloween night.
_____f_____ 10. Melanie had one brother.
____f______ 11. The Professor was a teacher at Melanie’s school.
_____t_____ 12. Toby called April “February”.
_____f_____ 13. The Egypt Game was a board game the kids played after school.


Short Answer:  Respond to the following questions in the space provided.

14.  Who were the original Egyptians in the game?


15.  What job did Marshall get to have in Egypt?


Essay:  Respond to the following on the back of this page.

16.  Give a detailed description of the character traits/qualities of April. 


17.  Select a theme from The Egypt Game and explain it (what it means, why it is important to the book, etc ).



                                                   Name:___________________________
The Egypt Game  Vocabulary Unit Test

Fill in the blank:


____ rendezvous _________ 1. A meeting at an agreed time and place

______ prostrated _______ 2. Lay oneself on the ground face down in submission
_______ consternation ______ 3. Feelings of anxiety or dismay
_______ alibi ______4.  An excuse to provide an accounting of the whereabouts of a person
______ solemn _______ 5. Formal and dignified
_____ dahlias ________ 6. A Mexican plant (sort of like a daisy) 
_____ liable ________ 7. Responsible by law
______ populace _______ 8. The people living in a particular area
True or False:  Write true or false next to each statement.  Write true if the vocabulary term is correctly defined.  Write false if the vocabulary term is not correctly defined.
_____t________ 9. An Egyptologist studies Ancient Egypt’s language, history, 
                               civilization, etc.  

_______f______ 10. Bewildered means extremely cruel or unpleasant.
_______t______ 11. Processions refers to a group of people or vehicles moving in an 
                                 orderly fashion together

_______f______ 12. Grottoes refers to an artificial or fake flowers
_______t______ 13. An omen is a sign of good/evil or future events.












E. Analysis of Student Learning

	Block 1
	Pre-test
	Post-test

	Student 1
	20%
	70%

	Student 2
	40%
	80%

	Student 3
	30%
	60%

	Student 4
	50%
	100%

	Student 5
	10%
	70%

	Student 6
	30%
	70%

	Student 7
	20%
	80%

	Student 8
	40%
	90%

	Student 9
	50%
	90%

	Student 10
	60%
	90%

	Student 11
	10%
	80%

	Student 12
	10%
	70%

	Student 13
	10%
	70%



	Block 2
	Pre-test
	Post-test

	Student 1
	30%
	90%

	Student 2
	30%
	87%

	Student 3
	10%
	80%

	Student 4
	20%
	90%

	Student 5
	40%
	70%

	Student 6
	10%
	90%

	Student 7
	10%
	90%

	Student 8
	10%
	90%

	Student 9
	0%
	65%

	Student 10
	40%
	90%

	Student 11
	30%
	100%

	Student 12
	60%
	100%

	Student 13
	60%
	70%

	Student 14
	20%
	90%

	Student 15
	30%
	87%

	Student 16
	30%
	80%

	Student 17
	20%
	90%



	Block 3
	Pre-test
	Post-test

	Student 1
	10%
	90%

	Student 2
	10%
	87%

	Student 3
	10%
	80%

	Student 4
	10%
	90%

	Student 5
	30%
	90%

	Student 6
	30%
	90%

	Student 7
	40%
	90%

	Student 8
	20%
	90%

	Student 9
	50%
	65%

	Student 10
	0%
	90%

	Student 11
	0%
	100%

	Student 12
	20%
	100%

	Student 13
	10%
	70%

	Student 14
	30%
	90%

	Student 15
	40%
	87%

	Student 16
	30%
	80%

	Student 17
	0%
	90%

	Student 18
	50%
	90%





2. Interpretation of Results:  Impact on Student Learning and Teaching Effectiveness and analysis of student learning. 
       As you can see from the table above, all of my students improved by the end of the unit.  
	One of my students, student 5 from Block 2, only improved from 40% during the pre-test to 70% during the post test.  After interviewing him at the conclusion of the post-test, I found he was confused about... Now that I am aware of this confusion, next time I teach a similar unit I will ...
	Another one of my students (student 18 from block 3) improved from 50% to 90%.   After asking what he liked best about the unit, I found that he benefited from ...  In the future I will...
	A common pre-conception or wrong answer that students provided on the pre-test was...I adjusted my plans and used such things as hands-on-minds-on activities to debunk that pre-conception by...
	A common mistake I saw on most post-test exams was...A different teaching strategy I could you to help students avoid that common mistake next time I teach is...


 
F. Reflection on Teaching Effectiveness and Professional Growth  
 
1.   I feel that my unit was very effective. As I look back, I know that each student gained success and all students learned. My lesson plan objectives and goals were achieved. I had an impact on student learning.  Some students caught on to concepts faster than others. By the end of the unit, each student was able to perform efficiently. According to Danielson’s four domains, I believe my planning and preparation is extremely efficient. I am always sure to plan each lesson thoroughly and prepare so that I am ready to teach my students. I love to be organized and a part of being organized means I have to plan and prepare. The classroom environment is always a positive one. The students are comfortable learning in my classroom and aren’t afraid to ask questions. When a student asks a question, I always take the time to provide an answer and clarify myself as much as I can. I take a few minutes and show the class examples dealing with the each skill or concept. In the area of instruction, I feel that I can see great improvement in myself. I give much clearer instructions than I used to and I am much more assertive. Classroom management has always been a weakness of mine so I am glad to have seen improvement in myself. In the area of professional responsibilities, I feel I am very efficient. I am always sure to be prepared and on time. I make sure that all assignments are completed on time and I put forth as much effort as I possibly can in the classroom.  Ultimately, I love teaching and I believe that shows through my work.

In terms of my assessments, next time I will provide a rubric that defines the performance expectations for the essay and the Egyptian costume "alternative assessment."  By doing so, my grading will be more objective.  I will also have a more efficient way to give individualized feedback on student performance-----I will circle the rubric language indicating the level of performance and I will then add individual comments so each student knows exactly what they did well, and what they need to re-learn.

2.     The most successful classroom activity in my unit was my activity that asked students to use the technology created football fields for the review session. I know that students learn in different ways. Some are visual learners, others are auditory learners, and some are hands on learners.  While reflecting upon the vocabulary aspect of my unit before our final assessment, I realized I needed to add a bit more ..........  This is why I created the.............. for each student.  

3.   If I were to teach this unit again, I would try to improve student performance. I would spend less time on easier concepts that students already understood and more time on more difficult concepts that students had more trouble with. I spent an equal amount of time on each concept, and this is why some students didn’t completely understand some of the harder concepts. Another way I could improve student performance would be to administer a formative or summative assessment on a daily basis (even if it were a quick anticipatory set or question for the students, and I paid more attention to the wrong answers and ways I could help with their confusions). By doing so I would be able to see how students were progressing and who was learning the concepts and who was not.  I waited until the end to give one large test that included all of the concepts. Some students did not do well on this test. I feel that if I would have used short assessments throughout the unit, my students would have done better overall because I could have adapted my lessons based on the pace that they were learning at. 

4. My most significant insight about student learning from teaching this unit was how students learn in such different ways. In my methods classes at school, teachers always told me that students have many different types of learning styles. I understood this but it wasn’t until now that I was actually able to see myself how differently students learn. Some students learn by seeing things, others learn simply by listening, and many learn by doing hands on activities. I tried to implement all three types of learning styles as much as I could. Each day I had a flip card wheel that contained information for discussions. I also explained concepts as clearly as I could so students could hear the concepts as well. I always gave students the ability to ask their own questions.  Also, I asked for student explanations or examples.  I did this to keep the students involved and engaged.  I was never aware until now how differently students learn. Every student in the room could have the same answer on their paper but each one of them may have used a different method to approaching and solving the question.
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